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popular at the French court, where her lively sallies and con-
stant ridicule of Cosimo and the Tuscan court gieatly amused
Louis XIV.* This made Cosimo furious, increasing his natu-
rally bad temper almost to madness; he threatened to stop
her allowance, but Louis XIV forbade him to do so, and
Cosimo stood far too much in awe of the French monarch
to disobey.

The history of Cosimo Ill's long reign of over half a
century is one of eveiy evil which a ruler at once vain, weak,
tyrannical, entirely wanting in brains, and sunk in supersti-
tion and bigotry can create. The record becomes wearisome
by reason of the constant repetition of the same enormities
and imbecilities, while the condition of the outraged people
grew ever more deplorable. Cosimo was his own Minister
of Justice. His avarice caused him to overtax his subjects, his
bigotry to arraign them for offences outside the scope of all
ordinary laws, his weak, yet tyrannical, disposition to inflict
- upon them punishments outrageous in their cruel severity.
And these effects, when combined with the measures to which
an earnest but mistaken view of religion led a foolish and
superstitious character, produced results which made the con-
dition of the people under the worst of Asiatic rulers more
tolerable than that of the people of Tuscany under Cosimo III,
Crime, poverty, cruel punishments, and priestly interference
in every detail of domestic life reduced the inhabitants to the
last stage of wretchedness.5 Cosimo considered it his mission
to 'dragoon his subjects into morality, and his methods in this
particular created untold misery. The most feiocious punish-
ments were daily meted out for the smallest offences, or sup-
posed offences, against morality. "The chain and the lash
were in constant requisition." The periodical visits of a
Dominican friar who made minute examination into all fam-
ily matters, and by the royal authority commanded marriages,
separations, or imprisonment, destroyed all possibility of
domestic happiness. "Dissimulation spread like a pestilence;